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7 April 1919 - 29 May 2006 


With deep regret, the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute announces the passing on 29 May 2006 of Omeljan Pritsak, Mykhailo Hrushevsky Professor of Ukrainian History, Emeritus, and co-founder and long-time director of the Ukrainian Research Institute. 

Born on 7 April 1919 in Luka, Sambir region, Ukraine, Omeljan Pritsak completed his secondary education in Ternopil. His higher education, with a concentration in Ukrainian and also, increasingly over time, Turkic history and philology, took place at the University of Lviv, the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv, and the Universities of Berlin and Gottingen, from which he received his doctorate in 1948. 

A professor of Turkology at the University of Hamburg, Pritsak was invited to Harvard University in 1960 and the University of Washington in 1961. He permanently joined the Harvard faculty as professor of linguistics and Turkology in 1964. 

From early in his career, Pritsak became an internationally recognized scholar in historical and comparative Turkic and Altaic linguistics, and a leading authority on the history and culture of the Eurasian Steppe. At Harvard University, Pritsak resumed his early study of Ukrainian history and turned increasingly to the research and analysis of the Ukrainian past in context, drawing on his impressive linguistic talents in Central and East Asian languages to flesh out that history with material previously underrepresented or unknown. 

In 1967, Pritsak proposed the creation of a firm foundation for the development of Ukrainian studies in the West through the establishment of three endowed chairs (history, literature, philology) and a research institute at Harvard University. This project was accomplished thanks to the efforts of the Ukrainian Studies Fund which raised the necessary funds within the Ukrainian diaspora community. The Ukrainian Research Institute came into being in 1973 with Pritsak as its first director. In 1975, he was given the Hrushevsky Chair in Ukrainian history. In 1977, Pritsak helped to launch the journal Harvard Ukrainian Studies. He was instrumental in the organization of a weekly seminar series, building up the Ukrainian library collections, and in developing new series of publications that made primary texts, facsimile editions, and translations of important works of the Ukrainian past available to scholars worldwide. 

Through his inspired teaching and energetic example, Pritsak helped to train and influence many generations of students, who have gone on to fill important academic positions in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia. A scholar of enormous erudition, Pritsak produced a bibliography of over 500 entries. 

When he retired in 1989, Pritsak became increasingly involved in the revival of academic studies in Ukraine itself. He was elected the first foreign member of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. He revived the Institute of Oriental Studies in Kyiv, introducing new programs in that field and many other neglected areas of historical scholarship on the university level. 

Omeljan Pritsak is survived by his wife Larysa Hvozdik Pritsak, his daughter Irene Pritsak by his late first wife Nina Moldenhauer Pritsak, and two grandchildren Lailina Eberhard and Michael Wissoff. 

A wake will be held at Brady and Fallon Funeral Home, 10 Tower Street, Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts, on Thursday, June 1, at 7:30 p.m. The funeral will take place at the Ukrainian Catholic Church of Christ the King, 146 Forest Hills Street, Jamaica Plain, on Friday, June 2, at 10:00 a.m. In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to be made to the publications fund of the Ukrainian Research Institute. Checks should be made out to the Ukrainian Studies Fund, 1583 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138. (When making out checks, kindly indicate on the memo line that the donation is in memory of Omeljan Pritsak.) 

A memorial service for Omeljan Pritsak, and a celebration of his life and scholarly achievements, is planned by the Ukrainian Research Institute to take place at Harvard University in the fall of 2006. 

http://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2009/05/omeljan-pritsak/?fb_xd_fragment#?=&cb=f25f2d172341cfc&relation=parent.parent&transport=fragment&type=resize&height=20&width=150
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Omeljan Pritsak was a man of seemingly inexhaustible energy, broad erudition, and total dedication to scholarship in a broad range of fields. ... His prodigious range and productivity is only partially captured by the published bibliographies of his works.

At a Meeting of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences May 5, 2009, the following Minute was placed upon the records.

Omeljan Pritsak was a man of seemingly inexhaustible energy, broad erudition, and total dedication to scholarship in a broad range of fields. While he will probably be best remembered at Harvard and in the Ukrainian diaspora community as the co-founder and long-time director of Harvard’s Ukrainian Research Institute, his energy, erudition, and scholarship also found expression in a prodigious output of scholarly work and in institution-building in several countries and many scholarly fields. He was founder, editor, or an early stalwart of a number of periodical and monographic series—first in Germany, then in this country, and, ultimately, in his native Ukraine. His prodigious range and productivity is only partially captured by the published bibliographies of his works.

Pritsak was born on 7 April 1919 in Luka, in the Sambir region of Ukraine, and completed his secondary education at the Polish “First Gymnasium” of Ternopil’, where for some years he was the only Ukrainian student. His higher education, with a concentration in Ukrainian and, increasingly over time, Turkic history and philology, took place at the University of L’viv, at the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in Kyiv, and, after World War II (during which he became first a Red Army soldier, then a prisoner of war, then an Ost-Arbeiter), at the Universities of Berlin and Göttingen, the latter of which awarded him a doctorate in 1948.

Pritsak was invited to visit Harvard University for the academic year 1960–61 and returned to Harvard as Professor of Linguistics and Turcology in 1964. He retired in 1989.

By the time of his arrival in Cambridge, Pritsak had already become an internationally recognized specialist in historical and comparative Turkic and Altaic linguistics and a leading authority on the history and cultures of the Eurasian steppe. He was the first scholar to solve problems of succession in Turkic tribal royalty, especially in the first Turkic Islamic dynasty of the Karakhanids. At Harvard, he turned increasingly to the analysis of the Ukrainian past in its larger context, drawing on his training in the relevant oriental languages to flesh out that history with material previously underrepresented or unknown.

In 1967 Pritsak proposed the creation of a firm foundation for the development of Ukrainian studies at Harvard through the establishment of three endowed chairs (history, literature, and philology) and a research institute. This project was accomplished thanks to the efforts of the Ukrainian Studies Fund, which raised the necessary funds within the North-American Ukrainian diaspora community. The Ukrainian Research Institute was founded in 1973 and Pritsak became its first director. In 1975 he was named to the new Hrushevs’kyi Chair in Ukrainian history.

In most of his work, Pritsak was very much a structuralist. Therein lay the basis of his close collaboration with Roman Jakobson (1896–1982), especially in the International Journal of Slavic Linguistics and Poetics (The Hague: Mouton), which Jakobson edited in the mid-1960s. Pritsak also took a very pronounced structuralist view of genealogy and chronology—although his interest in these fields may have originated with some adolescent discoveries about his own birth and parentage.

He could overreach himself, as specialist reviewers of his The Origins of Rus’ (Harvard 1981) have been quick to point out. He was impatient with critics, spending very little energy in engaging with their views. He insisted that the cultural history of the East Slavs (and for him political institutions were a part of cultural history) must be viewed in the broadest Eurasian terms, taking fully into account the experiences of Scandinavian, Turkic, Baltic, and other Slavic peoples and sources in their languages.

The great majority of those who challenge Pritsak’s conclusions on the origins of Rus’ themselves view history in primarily “national” categories, but—despite his dedication to Ukrainian history—he explicitly did not. It is true, however, that when asked by one of those signed below why his projected book on the Origins of Rus’ would be in six volumes, he is said to have replied, “Because Ochmanski’s ‘Origins of Poland’ is in three.”

In one of his last general articles on the subject, he was particularly direct: “The history of Ukraine is not the history of the Ukrainian ethnic mass (ethnicity is not a historical subject) but the objective view, measured in linear time, of all types of states and communities which existed on the present territory of Ukraine in the past.”

Nor was he a “Normanist,” as is sometimes alleged. While his inaugural lecture in the Hrushevs’kyi Chair began with the story of the uproar caused by Gerhard Friedrich Müller’s 1749 lecture, “Origines gentis et nominus Russorum,” and his later work stressed the role of Scandinavians (among others) in the founding of “Kyivan Rus’,” he steadfastly insisted that the entity that emerged in the eighth and ninth centuries was multi-ethnic and multicultural at its core.

After retirement, Pritsak became more involved in the post-Soviet struggle for the revival of academic historical studies in Ukraine, spending increasing amounts of his time there (despite a serious cardiac condition that had led to surgery as early as 1977). He became the first elected foreign member of the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences, and revived the Institute of Oriental Studies in Kyiv, introducing new university-level programs in that field and many other neglected areas of historical scholarship. Sadly, however, even a man of his astuteness and dynamism was unable to escape the tangled webs of post-Soviet academic politics and intrigue: these years were filled with disappointments.

By that time, however, Pritsak’s major work had been accomplished. It has transformed our understanding of East Slavic history. Never again will any serious historian of the region be able to treat the history of this space as anything but the history of—in his words—a “multiethnic and multilingual” society.

Omeljan Pritsak is survived by his wife Larysa Hvozdik Pritsak; by his daughter, Irene Pritsak (by his late first wife, Nina née Nikolaevna Moldenhauer); and by two grandchildren, Lailina Eberhard and Michael Wissoff.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael S. Flier
Richard N. Frye
George G. Grabowicz
Roman Szporluk
Edward L. Keenan, Chair
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The Slavs and the Avars
Omeljan Pritsak
 

APPENDIX
 
A select bibliography of recent archeological (and some historical) publications on the Avars.
Abbreviations
 
AA = Acta Archaeologica. Budapest.
AH = Archaeologia Hungarica. Budapest.
Arch Ért = Archaeologiai Értesítő. Budapest.
ASCF = Archaeologica Slovaca. Catalogi/Fontes. Bratislava.
FAH = Fontes Archaeologici Hungaricae. Budapest.
SlAr = Slovenská Archeológia. Bratislava.
Stud Zv = Študijné Zvesti Archeologichého ústavu Slovenskej Akadémie vied. Nitra.
WA = Wiadomošci Archeologiczne. Warsaw.
 
 
1. ARCHEOLOGICAL SOURCES.
 
Bakay, Kornél, «Az avarkor időrendjéről. Újabb avar temetők a Balaton környékén [On the chronology of the Avar period. The recent-Avar period cemetaries in the Balaton region]», Somogyi Múzeumok Közleményei 1 (1973) 5-86.
 
Bóna, István, VII. századi avar települések és Árpád-kori magyar falu Dunaújvárosban [Seventh-c. Avar settlements and an Arpad-period Hungarian village in Dunaújváros], Budapest 1973.
 
Budinský-Krička, Vojtech, «Pohrebisko z neskorej doby avarskej v Žitavskej Tôni», SlAr 4 (1956) 5-93.
 
Čilinská, Zlata, Slawisch-awarisches Gräberfeld in Nové Zámky, ASGF 7, 1966.
 
Id., Frühmittelalterliches Gräberfeld in Želovce, ASC 5, 1973.
 
Eisner, Jan, Devínska Nová Ves. Slovanské pohrebiště, Bratislava 1952.
 
Fettich, Nándor, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld von Pilismarót-Basaharc, Studia Archaeologica 3, Budapest, 1965.
 
Garam, Éva; Kovrig, Ilona L.; Szabó, J. Gy., and Török, Gy., Avar finds in the Hungarian National Museum (Cemetaries of the Avar period, 567-829, in Hungary, vol. 1), Budapest 1975.
 
 [image: image21.png]



426
 
Garam, Éva, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld von Kisköre, FAH, Budapest 1979.
 
Kiss, Attila, Avar cemeteries in county Baranya (Cemetaries of the Avar period, 567-829, in Hungary, vol. 2), Budapest 1977.
 
Kovrig, Ilona L., Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld von Alattyán, AH 40, 1963.
 
Kraskovská, L'udmila, Slovansko-avarské pohrebisko pri Záhorskej Bystrici. Bratislava, AS F 1 1972.
 
Lippert, Andreas, Das awarenzeitliche Gräberfeld von Zwölfaxing in Niederösterreich, Prähistorische Forschungen 7, Horn-Wien 1969.
 
Salamon, Ágnes and Erdélyi, István, Das völkerwanderungszeitliche Gräberfeld von Környe, Stud. Arch. 5, Budapest 1971.
 
Šós Ágnes Cs., «Das frühawarenzeitliche Gräberfeld von Oroszlány», Folia Archaeologica 10, Budapest 1958, 105-124.
 
Točik, Anton, Slawisch-awarisches Gräberfeld in Holiare, ASC 1, 1968.
 
Id., Slawisch-awarisches Gräberfeld in Štúrovo, ASC 2, 1968.
 
Tóth, Elvira H., « Preliminary account of the Avar princely find at Kunbabony», Cumania 1. Archeologia, Kecskemét 1972, 143-168.
 
 
2.  AVAR STUDIES IN THE «SUCCESSOR» LANDS.
 
Austria
 
Daim, Falko, Die Awaren in Niederösterreich, St.-Pölten-Vienna 1977.
 
Kollautz, Arnulf, «Awaren, Franken und Slawen in Karantanien und Niederpannonien und die frankische und byzantinische Mission», Carinthia I 156, Klagenfurt 1966, 232-292.
 
Mitschka-Märheim, Herbert, «Die Zeit der Awaren und Slawen», Landeskunde des Burgenlandes, Vienna 1951, pp. 235-244.
 
 
Bohemia
 
Preidel, Herbert, «Die Awarischen Bodenfunde aus Böhmen und ihre Bedeutung», IPEK 18, Berlin 1949-1956, 7-17.
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Bulgaria
 
Cankova, Genoveva, «Nasilenieto na Iztočnata rimska imperija i varvarite prez epoxata na varvarskite našestvija», Istoričeski Pregled 8, Sofia 1951/1952, 143-165.
 
Erdélyi, István, «Das Altungartum und die Bulgaren in Osteuropa», Turkic-Bulgarian-Hungarian Relations (VIth-XIth centuries), Budapest 1981, 137-151.
 
Fehér, Géza, «Avarovizantijskie snošenija i osnovanie bolgarskoj derzavy», AA (1955) 55-59.
 
Vŭzharova, Živka, Slavjanski i slavjanobulgarski selišča v bŭlgarskite zemi ot kraja na VI-XI vek, Sofia 1965.
 
Id., Slavjani i prabŭlgarite po danni na nekropolite ot VI-XI v. na teritorijata na Bŭlgarija, Sofia 1976.
 
 
Greece
 
Pallas, D. I., Τὰ ἀρχαιολογικὰ τεκμηρία τῆς καϑόδου τῶν βαρβάρων εἰς Ἑλλάδα, Hellēniká 14, Athens 1955, 87-105.
 
Zeiss, H., «Avarenfunde in Korinth?» Serta Hoffilleriana, Zagreb 1940, pp. 95-99.
 
 
Hungary
 
Bóna, István, «Ein Vierteljahrhundert der Völkerwanderungszeitforschung in Ungarn (1945-1969)», AA 23 (1971), 283-334.
 
Csallány, Dezső, «Neue Ergebnisse der awarenzeitlichen Forschungen in Ostungarn», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 59-70.
 
Kovrig, Ilona, «Contribution au problème de l'occupation de la Hongrie par les Avars», AA 6 (1955), 163-192.
 
Id., «Megjegyzések a Keszthely-kultúra kérdéséhez [Remarks on the question of the Keszthely culture]», Arch Ért 85 (1958), 66-74.
 
Sós, Ágnes Cs., «Zur Problematik der Awarenzeit in der neueren ungarischen archäologischen Forschung», Berichte über den II. Internationalen Kongress für slawische Archäologie. Berlin 1970, vol. 2, (East-) Berlin 1973, 85-102.
 
Szőke, Béla Miklós, «Zur Awarenzeitlichen Siedlungsgeschichte des Körös-Gebietes in Südost-Ungarn», AA 32 (1980), 181-203.
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Tomka, Péter, «Le problème de la survivance des Avars dans la littérature archéologique hongroise», Acta Orientalia 24, Budapest 1971, 217-252.
 
 
(Old) Moravia
 
Poulík, Josef, «Kultura moravských slovanů a Avaři», Slavia Antiqua 1, Poznan 1948, 325-348.
 
Szőe, Béla, «Über die Beziehungen Moraviens zu dem Donaugebiet in der Spätawarenzeit», Studia Slavica 6, Budapest 1961, 75-112.
 
 
Poland
 
Jamka, Roman, «Zagadnienie początków Krakowa», Prace Archeologiczne 4, Cracow 1962, 133-155.
 
Rajewski, Z. A., «Zabytki awarskie z Biskupina w pow. Żnińskim», WA 16 (1948), 341-347.
 
Id., «Problem Awarów na północ od łuku karpacko-sudeckiego», WA 39 (1975), 481-485.
 
Szydłowski, Jerzy, «Zabytki awarskie ze Šląska», Z przeszłošci Šląska, Wrocław 1960, pp. 43-44.
 
Id., «Awarowie a początki państwa polskiego», Z Otchłani Wieków 26, Wroctaw 1960, 11-14.
 
Szymański, Wojciech, «Uwagi w kwestii zabytków awarskich znalezionych na terenie Polski», Archeologia Polski 7, Warsaw 1962, 283-314.
 
Id., «Rzecz o Awarach», Z Otchłani Wieków 29 (1963), 36-45.
 
 
Romania
 
Horedt, Kurt, «Avarii în Transilvania», Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie Veche 7, Bucharest 1956, 393-406.
 
Id., «Das Awarenproblem in Rumänien», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 103-120.
 
 
Slovakia
 
Beranová, Magdalena «Beitrag zu einigen Besonderheiten auf den slawisch-awarischen Gräberfeldern in der Slowakei», Archeologické Rozhledy 19 : 2, Prague 1967, 186-193.
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Bialeková, Darina, «Zur Frage der grauen Keramik aus Gräberfeldern der Awarenzeit im Karpathenbecken», Sl Ar 16 (1968), 205-227.
 
Id., «Zur Frage der gelben Keramik aus der Zeit des zweiten awarischen Kaganates im Karpatenbecken», Štud Zv 16, 1968, 21-33.
 
Čilinská, Zlata, «W kwestii pobytu Awarów w Karpatach Slowackich», Acta Archaeologica Carpatica 4, Cracow 1963, 159-175.
 
Klanica, Zdeněk, «Vorgrossmährische Siedlung in Mikulčice und ihre Beziehungen zum Karpatenbecken», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 121-134.
 
 
Ukraine
 
Smilenko, Alla, «Pam'jatky typu Mala Pereščepyna», in Arxeolohija Ukrajins'koji SSR, vol. 3, ed. V. J. Dovženok, Kiev 1975, pp. 159-161.
 
Id., Slovjany ta jix susidy v stepovomu Podniprov'ji (IX-XIII st.), Kiev 1975.
 
 
Yugoslavia
 
Kollautz, Arntjlf, «Awaren, Langobarden und Slawen in Noricum und Istrien», Carinthia I 155, Klagenfurt 1965, 619-645.
 
Kovačević, Jovan, «Avari i zlato», Starinar 13/14, Belgrade 1963, 125-135.
 
Vinski, Zdenko, «O nalazima 6. i 7. stoljeća u Jugoslaviji s posebnim obzirom na arheološku ostavštinu iz vremena prvog avarskog kaganata», Opuscula Archaeologica 3, Zagreb 1958, 13-67.
 
Id., Époque préhistorique et protohistorique en Yugoslavie. Recherches et résultats, Belgrade 1971.
 
 
3. GENERAL HISTORICAL PBOBLEMS.
 
Alföldi, Andbeas, « Zur historischen Bestimmung der Awarenfunde», Eurasia Septentrionalis Antiqua 9, Helsinki 1934, 297-307.
 
Ambroz, A. K., «Problemy rannesrednevekovoj xronologii Vostočnoj Evropy», Sovetskaja Arxeologija, 1971:2, 110-123.
 
Id., «Stremena i sedla rannego srednevekov'ja kak xronologičeskij pokazatel'», Sovetskaja Arxeologija, 1973 : 4, 81-98.
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Bartucz, L., «Adatok a magyarországi avarok ethnikai és demographiai jelentőségéhez [Contributions on the ethnic and demographic significance of the Hungarian Avars]», Acta Anthropologica 1 : 1-2, Szeged 1950, 1-24.
 
Bóna, István, The dawn of the Dark Ages. The Gepids and Lombards in the Carpathian Basin, Budapest 1976.
 
Id., «Uber einen archäologischen Beweis des lombardisch-slawisch-awarischen Zusammenlebens», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 35-45.
 
Id., «Studien zum frühawarischen Reitergrab von Szegvár», AA 32 (1980), 31-45.
 
Csallány, Dezső, «A X.sz-i avar továbbélés problémája [The problem of the survival of the Avars into the 10th c.]», Szabolcs-Szatmári Szemle (1956), 34-48.
 
Id., «Az avar törzszervezet [The Avar tribal system]», Nyiregházi Jósa András Múzeum Évkönyve 8/9 (1965/1966), Budapest 1967, pp. 34-54.
 
Čilinská, Zlata, « Bestattungsritus im VI.-VIII. Jahrhundert in der Südslowakei», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 47-58.
 
Id., «Zur Frage des zweiten awarischen Kaganats », Sl Ar 20 : 1 (1972), 317-452.
 
Dekan, Ján, « Herkunft und Ethnizität der gegossenen Bronzeindustrie des VIII. Jahrhunderts», Sl Ar 20 : 1 (1972), 317-452.
 
Eisner, Jan, « Pour dater la civilization 'avare'», Byzantinoslavica 5, Prague 1947-1948, 45-54.
 
Erdélyi, István, « Forschungen auf Awarzeitlichen Siedlungen », Ier Congrès International d'Archéologie Slave [Warsaw 1965], Wroclaw 1970, pp. 163-171.
 
Id., Avar művészet [Avar Art], Budapest 1966.
 
Id., «Isčeznuvšie narody, Avary», Priroda, Moscow 1982, no. 11, 50-58.
 
Fettich, Nándor, «Symbolischer Gürtel aus der Awarenzeit (Fund von Bilisics)», A Móra Ferenc Múzeum Évkönyve, Szeged 1963, pp. 61-89.
 
Garam Éva, «Adatok a középavar kor és az avar fejedelmi sírok régészeti és történeti kérdéseihez [Contributions on the archeological and historical problems of the middle Avar period and the Avar princely tombs]», Folia Archaeologica 27, Budapest 1976, 129-147.
 
Gerevich, László, ed., Les questions fondamentales du peuplement du Bassin des Carpathes du VIIIe-Xe sc., Budapest 1972.
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[Contributions by D. Bialeková, I. Bóna, M. Comşa, Z. Čilinská, I. Erdélyi, N. Fettich, Gy. László, S. Nagy, Gy. Rosner, S. Szádeczky-Kardoss, Z. Szekély, E. Simonova, P. Tomka, Gy. Török, and others].
 
Justová, Jarmila, «Poznámky k západni hranici Avarie», Casopis Národního Musea 134, Prague 1965, 155-162.
 
Kollautz, Arnulf, «Die Ausbreitung der Awaren auf der Balkanhalbinsel und die Kriegszüge gegen die Byzantiner», Štud Zv 16 (1968), 135-164.
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